Necrotizing Fasciitis Caused by Cryptococcus gattii.
Necrotizing fasciitis (NF) is a severe soft-tissue infection that can lead to high morbidity and mortality. The etiology of NF is often polymicrobial. Although rare, fungal organisms have been known to cause NF. Cryptococcus is a fungal infection that may lead to NF. Here we report the case of a 73-year-old man who had diabetes and presented with pain and swelling in the left hand after being bitten by an insect over the dorsum of the hand. Operative débridement revealed NF caused by Cryptococcus gattii. Antifungal medication was started, and the patient underwent multiple débridements of the hand with subsequent skin grafting. Four months later, the hand wound was completely healed. Authors have reported several cases of NF secondary to Cryptococcus neoformans in immunocompromised patients. The emerging C gattii pathogen affects immunocompetent patients. Although the transmission route is mainly respiratory, direct inoculation has been described as well. Ours is the first reported case of NF secondary to C gattii. It is important to consider fungal elements as a source of NF. Appropriate treatment includes aggressive surgical débridement and antifungal therapy.